THE GREAT STATE

for progressive development, for the acquirement of
new knowledge, and for the application of new and
improved methods in the treatment of disease.

The Science and Art of Healing and those who
practise it must be protected against unnecessary
interference by officialdom, against hampering and
restrictive legislation prompted by a sentimental or
ill-informed public opinion; and this must be se-
cured by an efficient representation of medical
opinion and medical interests on Municipal and
State councils.

In the same way the interests of the community
must also be safeguarded against undue regimenta-
tion in matters of health. False assumption of au-
thority in administrative matters on the part of
the Profession must be prevented by Free Trade in
the National Health Service, by free choice of doctor
on the part of the individual citizen or social groups,
and by freedom on the part of the public to decline
any special or improved form of treatment, subject
always to the important condition that such refusal
does not endanger public safety or run counter to
the interests of the community.

Now, this scheme of a national health service
must be conceived on a well-thought-out plan. It
must embrace the Health interests of the individual
citizen, on the one hand, and social, municipal, and
State interests, on the other. Here, as in all matters
of State enterprise and Municipal trading, there are
certain things which are best left to individual effort
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